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Introduction

On January 6, 2023, the State of Montana Natural Resource Damage Program (NRDP) and U.S.
Department of the Interior (DOI), as represented by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), solicited public input on preparation of a draft Restoration Plan for the 2015 Bridger
Yellowstone River Qil Spill. NRDP, on behalf of the Governor of Montana, and DOI (the
Trustees) sought public input by soliciting proposals for restoration projects and scoping issues
that may be associated with implementation of any proposed restoration projects. Public
comments were accepted from January 6, 2023, until 11:59 PM on February 10, 2023. NRDP
posted a public comment announcement on the NRDP website, sent notices of this opportunity
for public comment to approximately 63 individuals or entities on the NRDP mailing list via
email, and placed legal notices in two newspapers: the Glendive Ranger Review (January 12, 15,
and 19, 2023) and the Billings Gazette (January 11 and 18, 2023). NRDP and USFWS also held
a public meeting at 6:00 PM on January 19, 2023, at the Glendive Public Library.

The Trustees received a total of 5 comments in 2 comment letters during the public comment
period. See Attachment A for a list of commenters and copies of the 2 comment letters.

This draft response to comments document summarizes the public comments received and
provides the Trustees’ draft responses to these comments. Where appropriate, these comments
were incorporated into the draft 2015 Bridger Yellowstone River Oil Spill Restoration Plan
(draft Restoration Plan).

Comment Summary and Response

1. Comments About Recreation Projects — Two comments

Comments: Two comments from two individuals or entities addressed potential projects for
fishing access sites. One comment discouraged use of settlement funds to purchase fishing access
sites because there is a high potential for damage to the sites by flooding and ice jams and many
private landowners already allow the public to access the river on their land.

The second comment proposed redesigning and reconstructing the access road and ramp at the
Glendive Yellowstone River site. The proposed project would include improving stability and
functionality of the ramp at varying water levels, widening the ramp, and upgrading site parking
and the turnaround area. The comment suggests including the Glendive Chapter of Walleyes
Unlimited in the design process.

Response: Improvements to the Glendive Yellowstone River site meet DOI natural resource
damage criteria to be considered for funding from the draft Restoration Plan. This project will be
included in the draft Restoration Plan. The Trustees will coordinate with the Glendive Chapter of
Walleyes Unlimited, the City of Glendive, and other stakeholders on implementation of this
project.

The Trustees will prioritize the project suggested above, which is an existing Yellowstone River
access site, over purchase of a new fishing access site. The Trustees will also coordinate with
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the Glendive Chapter of Walleyes Unlimited, and other



stakeholders to improve or establish other areas for Yellowstone River access if funding is
available after completion the Glendive Yellowstone River site.

2. Comments Proposing Community Projects — Two comments

Comments: Two comments were received from one individual proposing projects that support
the Glendive community and schools. The comments proposed the following use of recovered
funds:

e Compensation for damage to the Eastern Plains Events Center that occurred during the
response actions for the 2015 Bridger Yellowstone River Oil Spill, and
e A million dollars for the Glendive schools.

Response: Although the Trustees recognize the value to the community of the suggested projects,
these projects are not eligible for project funding from the 2015 Bridger Yellowstone River Oil
Spill Restoration Fund. Natural resource damages recovered in the settlement with Bridger
Pipeline LLC must be used in accordance with the Qil Pollution Act. Projects funded by
settlement monies must restore, rehabilitate, replace, or acquire the equivalent of the natural
resources injured by the spill. While these proposed projects may be important to the City of
Glendive, they are not eligible for funding under the restoration plan because they are not related
to restoration of the injured resources (surface water, fish, and birds) or the services they provide.

3. Comments Proposing Irrigation Improvements — One comment

Comment: One comment was received suggesting improvements to irrigation pumping sites
along the Yellowstone River, including self-cleaning screens and retrofitting pumping stations.

Response: Improvements to irrigation pumping stations are not eligible for funding from the
2015 Bridger Yellowstone River Oil Spill Restoration Fund. Improvements to irrigation
infrastructure are not related to the natural resources injured by the spill (surface water, fish, and
birds) for which natural resources damages were recovered in the settlement with Bridger
Pipeline LLC, and thus these projects would not be in accordance with Oil Pollution Act
regulations. Opportunities to address irrigation projects that could improve fish passage or
reduce fish loss into irrigation canals will be considered on a case-by-case basis and are
incorporated in the draft Restoration Plan.
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List of Comments

No. ' Individual/Association City/Area
1 Mike Carlson, EPEC Board Glendive, MT
2 David Linn, Glendive Chapter of Walleyes Unlimited Glendive, MT
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