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From: Tom Bowler [mailto:mttomb@bresnan.net]  
Sent: Sunday, October 14, 2012 10:42 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Comments on Draft Upper Clark Fork Aquatic and Terrestrial Restoration Plan 
 
Hello, 
 
I would like to express support for the fundamental emphasis of the plan in addressing actual 
issues that will directly assist in the restoration of natural resources -- water, land, plant and 
wildlife instead of the previous focus of expenditures on questionable urban infrastructure 
projects. Also for the attention the plan pays to addressing the "distribution plume"  of mine 
waste across the Clark Fork Basin due to the past negligent practices of pouring mine waste in 
the streams or allowing waste to simply blow out the flue and damage natural resources 
downstream and down wind of the areas where mining and mine product processing was actually 
taking place -- yet were areas suffering the serious consequences of that former irresponsible 
discarding of  those hazardous byproducts while realizing none of the benefits. 
 
I am not in favor of any projects intended to institute perpetual introduction of water to the 
streams of the basin to allegedly enhance flows which have lifetime electrical pumping costs 
associated with them. This is grossly wasteful and detrimental on its face and is robbing other 
viable and implementable projects of the funding to which they are due. If stream flow can be 
enhanced by allowing water sources to flow for free into the Clark Fork and tributaries i am in 
favor, if any pumping is required at all, those plans should be rejected. Such operations appear 
more to be a way to generate revenue for municipal water systems and ways to subsidize other 
users of those supplies than it is to help restore the aquatic system. It is also saddling the users of 
those systems with a long term commitment to introduce water to the aquatic system which may 
continue long after the NRD subsidy has evaporated. If we say it is of value to enhance flows at 
this point while NRD money is on hand, how will we mysteriously change that contention should 
the money run out. In general, all projects that are funded should be prioritized toward those that 
produce a viable, desired natural resource restoration result that can become self sustaining in 
time without continuing input of funds. Environmental damage problems should be repaired by 
the process and then handed off to others to be used or enjoyed for valuable purposes when they 
are once more thriving, productive, attractive natural systems. This process should not become a 
half hearted, shoot from the hip, eternal cottage industry in natural resource restoration to 
provide a means for a water company to pump water into a stream like all the zombie dot com 
companies that still exists and do nothing after the bubble burst. We should not be funding 
misguided, mediocre (or out right poor) projects simply to see these require attention forever to 
keep this whole process going. 
 
There should also be some money held in reserve for contingencies, such as floods, wildfires and 
similar events damaging previous restoration work. Also money held back in the (GASP!) event 
that something that might already have been done turns out to be in the category of epic fail. 
There should be money reserved for long term monitoring of effects of clean-up and to assure the 
remedy has fixed or if the dye is running out of the garment. Fish Wildlife& Parks, The State 
Forester, various environmental experts should all be expected to require some level of long term 
support to insure all that has; and will be done, is having the expected effect and is hanging in 
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there into the future. There appears to be tremendous pressure to fritter these funds away in one 
magnificent blast like the Grande Finale of the annual Butte Fireworks. Very satisfying and 
pretty for a brief instant, nothing but smoke and blinking-watery eyes to go with congested lungs 
in the long run.  
 
Thank you for all of the past hard work and dedication the NRD has demonstrated and for the 
opportunity to comment on this draft plan. 
 
 
Tom Bowler 
735 W Broadway 
Butte, Montana 59701 



From: Susan Wolff [mailto:susan@wolffdesigns.com]  

Sent: Monday, October 15, 2012 12:11 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 

Subject: Drummond Riverside Park Project 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Let this email serve as public testimony in support of the Drummond Riverside Park Project. Having 
grown up in Granite County, primarily in the Hall and Drummond areas in the 1950s and 1960s, the 
community of Drummond was vibrant, economically viable, with multiple opportunities for recreation 
for residents of all age levels. Once Interstate 90 was completed resulting in local residents traveling 
more frequently to Missoula for retail and entertainment opportunities and fewer tourists exiting the 
freeway in Drummond for services, meals, and lodging, the community has suffered economic 
deprivation. 
 
The Drummond Kiwanis Club has submitted a proposal for funding of the Drummond Riverside Park 
Project as a means of attracting tourists and “locals” to the community. The park will provide a trail 
system along the Clark Fork of the Columbia and access for streamside fishing. The eco-system of the 
park will remain in its natural state providing opportunities to observe local birds, wildlife, and aquatic 
species while providing opportunities for physical exercise in an ever-changing environment. Montana 
has limited public access for stream-side fishing. The Drummond Riverside Park will change that and be 
an attractive place to fish because of the confluence of the Flint Creek with the Clark Fork located here. 
The new park will expand and enhance opportunities now available with the existing park across the 
river near the Rodeo grounds. The existing park has picnic areas, an RV park, and a softball field. 
 
Drummond is the gateway to Montana Scenic Highway 1. Funding of the proposed Drummond Riverside 
Park Project will strengthen the economy of the entire county and region. The cost benefit ratio of the 
requested funds is positive and sustainable after this initial investment. 
 
In closing, I ask that this proposal be funded. Thank you for the opportunity to provide this public 
testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Susan J. Wolff 
 
Dr. Susan J. Wolff 
Wolff Designs 
PO Box 6967 
Great Falls, Montana 59406 
541-400-0681 cell 
 
susan@wolffdesigns.com 
www.wolffdesigns.com 
  
"journey to a creative place...dreams 
give our imagination a place to 
sit and think". 
maryanne radmacher 

mailto:[mailto:susan@wolffdesigns.com]
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From: Todd Fickler [mailto:tfickler@montana.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 17, 2012 2:53 PM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Drummond Riverside Park Project 
 
I feel the Drummond Riverside Park project is a very worth while project meeting many 
attributes that the damage program was designed for. The proposed park would provide 
a unique opportunity for people and the natural species that in habit this area. Wildlife 
that I have seen on this property in my life time of living in Drummond are; ducks, 
geese, blue herons, osprey, eagles, deer, beaver, musk rats, and on a few occasions 
 fox, moose, coyotes and bears. By placing this area in a park we can insure that wildlife 
continues to occupy this space unharmed. The walking trail proposed will allow people 
to cohabitant with the wildlife and enjoy the beauty that nature has to offer. There are 
many unique features to this property that aspire to this project. It is located next to the 
Clark Fork River within walking distance from the town of Drummond and the 
Drummond City Park.  At the Drummond City Park there is a sheltered area with picnic 
tables, barbecue pit, boat launch and a port potty. The proximity of the city park ties in 
well with this project. It allows some amenities to be available that just would not be 
acceptable for the proposed project yet there is a definite separation between the two. 
The proposed site would also be viewed by those traveling the Highway 1 scenic route 
between Drummond and Philipsburg. This alone would help serve to draw people to the 
park and also to show what was accomplished in this restoration effort. I don’t see 
where any future changes from adjacent land owners could have much affect on the 
proposed property and this includes the view of the landscape beyond the proposed 
parks boarders. I personally think this could be a very neat thing to do. I hope that this 
project can be carried to the next level. I appreciate the opportunity to voice my opinion 
and I THANK EVERYONE who has taken the time to consider this project.  
 
Todd E. Fickler 
President, Fickler Oil Company, Inc. 
tfickler@montana.com 
Ph  (406) 846-3970 
Fax (406) 846-3819 
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From: Pete & Karen [mailto:drm3591@blackfoot.net]  
Sent: Monday, October 22, 2012 4:41 PM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Comment on Upper Clark Fork River Basin Project 
 
I am a resident of Drummond, Montana voicing support for the proposed Riverside park.  When 
approached by the landowner about the possibility of the Kiwanis Club acquiring the land, the 
Club had the foresight to realize its potential, have an appraisal, and look into applying for a 
grant to take advantage of monies being disbursed by the Department of Environmental 
Protection for remedial clean up and restoration of locations adversely affected by years of 
upstream mining and smelting activities by ARCO. 
 
This appears to me to be a project that, as well as remediation and preservation of the wetlands 
and the floodplain along this section of the Clark Fork River, will provide the means for creation 
of a park with the possibility of providing recreational amenities for local persons as well as 
tourists looking for an attractive spot to pull off the road and take advantage of what western 
Montana has to offer—wildlife viewing, fishing access, and trails for walking or biking. 
 
I hope for an enthusiastic response from town and community members in helping this project 
move forward. 
 
Count me in! 
 
Karen DesRosier 
PO Box 285 
Drummond, MT 59832 
 
(406) 288-3591 
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From: Joe Mehrens [mailto:joem@sd10.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:35 PM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Silver Lake 
 
This e-mail is in regards to the Silver Lake Watershed Project, I fully support the Silver Lake 
Watershed project sponsored by Butte Silver Bow.  I believe the project would help alleviate the 
existing concerns of fish and wildlife habitat and associated recreational opportunities for 
damaged aquifers in Butte and Anaconda.  Thank you for your time and consideration in this 
matter. 
 
Joe Mehrens 
WK Dwyer Principal 
1601 Tammany Street 
Anaconda, MT 59711 
406-563-5269 x1945 
mehrensj@sd10.org 
 
 
Believe you can, and you can.  Belief is one of the most powerful of all problem dissolvers. 

                                   Norman Vincent Peale 

mailto:[mailto:joem@sd10.org]
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From: Gloria O'Rourke [mailto:gloria.orourke@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 4:53 PM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Public Comment regarding Silver Lake Watershed Project sponsored by Butte Silver 
Bow. 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am in support of the Silver Lake Watershed project sponsored by Butte Silver Bow.   
 
The Upper Clack Fork River is plagued with low water and the Butte Silver Bow proposal would 
transfer an existing in-stream flow right to the state of Montana.  This water was historically 
industrial water that can now be used for the benefit of fisheries.  Butte has purposed to repair 
the dam on Silver Lake making 10,000 acre feet of stored water available to be released when 
necessary. 
 
 Other parts of this project could include a fishing access to Silver Lake, improvements to Storm 
Lake and improved trout spawning channels.  
 
In addition to benefits to the fish, Anaconda would have secure dams above our town that would 
store water to be released when FWP feels it would most benefit trout and recreation fishing.   
 
 
Thank you, 
gloria 
 
--  
Gloria O'Rourke, Member 
Montana Economic Development Services, PLLC 
118 E. Seventh St.; Suite 2A  (Third Floor) 
Anaconda, MT   59711 
Ph:  406.563.5259  Cell:  406.490.0462 
Fx:  406.563.5476 
http://www.medamembers.org 
http://www.montanaambassadors.com 
http://www.anacondacommunityfoundation.org 
http://worksafemt.com 

mailto:[mailto:gloria.orourke@gmail.com]
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From: jan stergar [mailto:janstergar@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 23, 2012 8:33 PM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Silver Lake proposal 
 
I am a lifetime resident of Montana and feel its very important to let you know that I support the 
Silver Lake Proposal.  
Please support Montana 
  
  
Sincerely, 
Jan Stergar 
(406) 563-7415 
 

mailto:[mailto:janstergar@yahoo.com]
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Camas Project Solutions 

Project management strategic planning, outreach & grant writing services for 
community groups, agencies, organizations, individuals and small businesses. 

 
 

October 24, 2012 

Natural Resources Damages Program 
1301 East Lockey Street 
PO Box 201425 
Helena, Montana 59620 
 
Dear Carol Fox, 

I am writing you to show my support for and provide comment on NRDP's draft decision (Draft Upper 
Clark Fork River Basin Aquatic and Terrestrial Resources Restoration Plans) to support the Warm 
Springs Creek restoration in Washoe Park and Hafners Dam, Anaconda, Montana. 

As representative of this project, I appreciate the opportunity to share this project with the NRDP for 
possible funding. I strongly support NRDP's decision to include it in the draft funding schedule. This 
project has many natural resource benefits (many of them urgent). The proximity of the project and 
frequency of use by Anaconda residents is an added benefit is. Anaconda has long suffered from severe 
mining related damages. This project will provide education, recreation, and natural resource 
restoration in what is already a high traffic area and is expected to be a showcase restoration project. 
Thank you for showing your support.  

I would like provide a two key comments: 

1. I suggest the language provided in the draft document does not fairly represent the project. While 
the original abstract did not contain a detailed budget (as noted in footnote 6), the abstract specifically 
cited the natural resource components of the project for which funding was requested. While not 
requested from NRDP in the original abstract announcement, a detailed budget was provided upon 
request from NRDP (also noted in footnote 6). The natural resource restoration components and 
recreation components cited and their location in the watershed are a clear fit with NRDP priorities. 
However, the specific designs await final master plan approval. I do agree that the project would work 
closely with NRDP on evaluation of final NRDP funding components. 

2. In general, I believe projects in the upper portions of the watershed should be given higher priority 
than projects in the lower portion of the watershed. Projects in the upper portions: 
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Camas Project Solutions 
PO Box 1, Wise River, Montana 59762 

406-960-4855 
www.camasprojectsolutions.com 

 

• Provide restoration in regions that suffer the greatest impacts from mining related damages, 
and 

• Restoration completed in the upper portions of the watershed can provide a downstream 
benefit to lower portions of the watershed, and the reverse is not necessarily true. 

Congratulations to the NRDP staff and Advisory Council for your effort and progress in reviewing 
proposed restoration plans and developing the draft restoration plan. Thank you for your time and 
your careful consideration on the allocation of these important funds.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

Jen Titus  
Camas Project Solutions 



From: Samantha Barkell [mailto:SBarkell@glacierbank.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:02 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: for the NRDP project 
 
I am in total support of this project, it is time for something.  
  
Thanks,  
Sammie Barkell  
This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any 
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply 
email and delete the original message. 
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From: Toni Devich [mailto:tdevich@glacierbank.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:06 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject:  
 
the myers dam and silver lake project sounds like a good project to me i am for it toni devich 
 
TONI DEVICH 
307 E PARK 
ANACONDA, MT 59711 
406-563-5203 
 
This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any 
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply 
email and delete the original message. 
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From: Cathie Vauthier [mailto:cvauthier@glacierbank.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:14 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: NDRP program 
 
I am in favor of the Silver Lake, Meyers Dam project.  Cathie Vauthier 504 Maple St. Anaconda, 
Mt 59711 
  
This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any 
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply 
email and delete the original message. 
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From: Linda Ivankovich [mailto:LIvankovich@glacierbank.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 9:32 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: proposed projects of Mark Sweeney 
 
To: nrdp, 
  
I am definately in favor of Mark Sweeney's Natural Damage Resource Program involving the 
Meyers dam, west of Anaconda, access to Silver Lake, and improvements to Storm Lake. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Linda M Ivankovich 
This email message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) 
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any 
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply 
email and delete the original message. 
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From: Ed Silverstein [mailto:incites@dishmail.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 10:23 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: ADLC, Warm Springs Creek Restoration, Washoe Park and Washoe Park Foundation 
 
RE: ADLC, Warm Springs Creek Restoration, Washoe Park and Washoe Park Foundation 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I strongly support the restoration projects mentioned above.  I would be particularly interested in 
a fenced dog park in Washoe Park.  There is a perfect location for the park at what I believe is 
the north east end of the park near the duck pond where 2 creeks boarder a spit of land and meet 
at the end 
. 
I think it should be patterened after the park in Missoula in which dogs enter through a double 
fenced gate that prevents escape and are allowed to run together off leash and access the River to 
drink or play.  The area should include several stations with free plastic bags for cleaning up dog 
waste.  Not only would this create a place where dogs and dog woners can socialize, but it would 
possibly help alleviate the problem with dogs allowed to roam loose in town and makes for a 
better experience for dog owners who might consider relocating to Anaconda and tourists who 
travel with their pets.  In addition it would allow Anaconda to be included on web sites that 
promote dog friendly locals.   
 
Ed Silverstein 
 
Ed Silverstein,  

Broker, SFR, RRS      

Clearwater Montana Properties, Inc. 

364 Brown Derby Lane 

Georgetown Lake, MT 59711 USA 

Licensed in MT                               

Ed@FishHuntSki.com 

 
*406-498-6290 cell 
*1-866-558-4883 fax 
*800-577-3013 Main Office 
www.GeorgetownLakeMT.com  

www.CMPMontana.com  

www.CabelasTrophyProperties.com  
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From: Virgina Loran [mailto:vloran@wet-llc.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 1:03 PM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Silver Lake 
 
I want to voice my support for the Silver Lake Watershed project sponsored by Butte Silver Bow 
County.  Fishing access, improved trout spawning channels, and repair of the dam at Silver Lake 
are vital to the Anaconda area.  
 
Virginia Loran 

 

Water & Environmental Technologies-Anaconda Office  
118 E 7th Street, Rm 3H 
Anaconda, MT 59711 
Office: (406) 563-7476 

Fax: (406) 563-7290 
Cell: (406) 691-0015 
vloran@wet-llc.com 
 
Water & Environmental Technologies-Butte Office 
480 East Park Street, Suite 200  
Butte, Montana 59701  
(406) 782-5220 
(406) 723-1537-Fax  
 
Water & Environmental Technologies-Great Falls Office  
1321 8th Avenue North, Suite 103  
Great Falls, Montana 59401  
(406) 761-2290  
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From: Jay Slocum [mailto:jslocum@wet-llc.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 5:09 PM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Silver Lake Watershed project - Public Comment 
 
I feel that it is important to the Anaconda/Butte area to keep Natural Damage Resource Program 
(NRDP) projects and money in the upper Clark Fork Valley.  This area has been hit hard by 100 
plus years of mining and industry.  Keeping the upper Clark Fork fisheries strong will not only 
help the environment but also help the economies in this area by creating increased recreational 
opportunities.  By buy land such as the Spotted Dog and writing this area off as a lost cause 
because the contamination is too great is the absolute wrong thing to do.  Send the money where 
it belongs, spend it in the upper Clark Fork Valley!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jay Slocum 
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From: Alan Badar [mailto:alan@albmt.com]  
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2012 9:15 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Cc: 'Mark Sweeney' 
Subject: NRDP Project Support 
 
This message is in support of the NRDP Silver Lake Watershed Project sponsored by Butte 
Silver Bow County. 
 
This project provides infrastructure upgrades, stream flow water supply, and recreational 
opportunity improvements to BOTH Silver Bow and Anaconda Deer Lodge County residents.  In 
addition, the project provides a great opportunity for the two counties to work together, 
cooperate and benefit. 
 
Alan L. Badar 
300 Hickory St 
Anaconda, MT  59711 
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From: Lisa Jesse [mailto:ljessedhs@blackfoot.net]  
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2012 9:30 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Drummond Riverside Park 
 
To Whom it may concern: 
 
I would like to voice my support on the Drummond Riverside Park project.  I feel this would be a 
great asset to our small community.  We all love the great outdoors here in Montana, and this 
would allow us to teach our children the benefits of exercise and enjoying nature.    Anything we 
can do to help our small community would be great.  I hope you will support us in this project. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Lisa Jesse 
School Secretary 
Drummond Public Schools 
PO Box 349/108 W. Edwards 
Drummond, MT  59832 
406-288-3281 (W) 
406-288-3299 (F) 
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From: Donn Livoni [mailto:dlivonidhs@blackfoot.net]  
Sent: Thursday, October 25, 2012 9:33 AM 
To: Natural Resource Damage Program 
Subject: Drummond Riverside Park 
 
The Drummond School District is in full support of the proposed Riverside Park.  It would be an 
excellent addition to the community and provide learning opportunities for our students. 
 
  
Donn Livoni 
Superintendent 
Drummond School District 
PO Box 349  
Drummond, MT 59832 
406 288-3281 ext. 222 
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From: Darryl Barton [mailto:darrylbbarton@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 1:38 PM 

To: Coleman, Kathleen 

Subject: Re: Deer Lodge NRDP comments 

 

Thank you, Kathy. 

 

Here they are. 

 

Darryl 

 
From: "Coleman, Kathleen" <kcoleman@mt.gov> 

To: 'Darryl Barton' <darrylbbarton@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 1:05 PM 

Subject: RE: Deer Lodge NRDP comments 

 

Yes – however they will be marked as received late. 

Kathy 

  

From: Darryl Barton [mailto:darrylbbarton@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 11:41 AM 

To: Coleman, Kathleen 

Subject: Re: Deer Lodge NRDP comments 

  

Kathy, 

  

May I send you an unsigned copy through email and a signed copy through regular mail? 

  

Sorry about the oversight. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Darryl Barton 

mailto:[mailto:darrylbbarton@yahoo.com]
mailto:kcoleman@mt.gov
mailto:darrylbbarton@yahoo.com
mailto:[mailto:darrylbbarton@yahoo.com]
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City of 

Deer Lodge 
300 Main Street 

Deer Lodge MT 59722-1098 
 
 
 
 
October 26, 2012 
 
 
 
Carol Fox 
Natural Resource Damage Program 
P. O. Box 201425 
Helena, MT 59620-1425 
 
 
Carol: 
 
On behalf of the City of Deer Lodge I would like to submit comments on the Natural 
Resource Damage Program’s (NRDP) Draft Upper Clark Fork River Basin Aquatic and 
Terrestrial Resources Restoration Plans. We appreciate your producing a plan for the 
restoration of the Clark Fork River as it winds through the Deer Lodge valley. Over the 
next decade we are excited to see the improvements to our area that will greatly 
improve our environment, but will also have such a profound positive impact on the 
health of our local economy. Deer Lodge sits on the banks of the Clark Fork in the midst 
of the cleanup. We want to thank you for taking our comments to heart in recent years 
and hope that you will do the same with these comments.  
 
The City of Deer Lodge has never received funding from NRDP. We take these funds 
seriously and have now submitted project ideas that we feel very strongly about. The 
first is our Deer Lodge Wastewater Project. The Draft Restoration Plan has deemed this 
project ineligible for funding based on it being a normal government function. While we 
agree that providing wastewater treatment and dispersal is a normal government 
function, this portion of the project goes above and beyond normal government function 
as we will be reducing our discharge to the Clark Fork River to zero. This is not normal 
among government wastewater systems. We provided an answer to the question of 
normal government function in a report sent to the NRDP. We respectfully would like to 
ask that the NRDP once again revisit the notion of normal government function in 
relation to this project. Deer Lodge has a design complete to make improvements to the 
wastewater system that will cost in upwards of $11 million. We understand that most of 
these improvements are normal government function and did not ask NRDP for 
consideration in funding. We do, however, want to stress that the project we did submit 
goes above and beyond normal government function; it is a shovel-ready project that 
could be completed in 2013; and that it will undoubtedly provide a huge, measurable, 
positive effect Clark Fork River water quality. Improvement of the Clark Fork River is, 
after all, one of the main goals of the NRDP lawsuit. 
 

Mary Ann Fraley 
Mayor 

Jana McGill 
City Attorney 

Donna Seaton 
City Clerk / Treasurer 

     

City Council 
Rex Anderson 
David Austin 

Lyle E. Gillette, Jr. 
Tom Goddard 

Edward M. Hebbe IV 
Jack Hinkle 

Maggie Hunter 
John J. Molendyke 



Deer Lodge also submitted two projects involving improvements on Cottonwood Creek. 
Cottonwood Creek is a priority stream and we would like to thank you for setting aside 
$1,686,636 for enhancements to Cottonwood Creek. We support developments to the 
Kohrs – Manning Ditch and the culvert that crosses Interstate – 90 that promise to 
improve fish passage. We also feel that there is a great need to projects on the urban 
channel of Cottonwood Creek. The temperature increases significantly as the creek 
passes through town. There is very little fish habitat or healthy vegetation along the 
stream banks. Deer Lodge is the proper agency to see projects of this type to 
completion. Our project idea took these factors into play while also incorporating flood 
reduction components. Rather than completely making our project ineligible for funding 
on the basis of normal government function because of the flood aspect of the project, 
we want to respectfully ask that the NRDP consider allowing Deer Lodge to develop a 
project that would address our concerns regarding fish habitat and vegetation 
improvements. Cottonwood Creek has such immense potential as a fishery that can be 
enjoyed by residents, especially children, who may not have many other options for 
angling. 
 
Once again, thank you for your incredible work in producing this plan. We appreciate 
the work you do to improve the Clark Fork River Basin. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Fraley 
Mayor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone:  (406) 846-2238  ~  Fax:  (406) 846-3925 
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