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76 Wildlife Management Areas
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Yellowstone WMA




Wildlife Management Areas
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76 Wildlife Management Areas
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Warm Springs WMA
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RO X Bull River WMA



Wildlife Management Areas
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373 y OOO Wildlife Fee-Title Acres
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WMA Acres vs Other Public Land in Montana
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This 6.099 ccrwniu conmtm frol
America's hunters to Montana's wlldlifq. and i
wildlife enthusiasts. The Montana g—
& Parks Commission purchased this area because

it provides critical winter ‘range =
herds of elk and mule deer. As nﬂm"pﬂov"! =
the Department manages the area to -
these unique winter range values. but m
wildlife species flourish as well Dul'm

” i/\ __summer and fall months when the s\ruﬂﬂ -
_winter has passed.’ -
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A rich history — 50" Anniversary Celebration of
the Blackfoot-Clearwater WMA
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First WMAs Were Big Game Winter Ranges
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First WMAs Were Big Game Winter Ranges
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3. Sun River WMA: 1948




4. Blackfoot-Clearwater WMA: 1949




2 7 WMAs are for Big Game Winter Range
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27 WMAs are for Big Game Winter Range
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Conserve Remnant Native Grasslands

) The Encyclopedia
OF EARTH
Saskatche The Montana
valley and
foothill
grasslands
W U 6 Bk ecoregion
*"“‘:Offa occupies high
I AR VAN GINR  \alleys and
AR S NGB 1 thill regions in
il the central Rocky
Seorene (R Mountains of
& Montana In the
USA and Alberta.
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Conserve Remnant Native Grasslands
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human
population
. | = growth in the
- Mountains
. ‘ m _ ... region naturally
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Conserve Remnant Native Grasslands

£ ﬂ?j \ The Encyclopedia
> OF EARTH

Saskatchewai

Approximately

25 percent of

the ecoregion
remains as

EavEE 'ntact habitat.
5 Most of the
. ecoregion has
regon [dah o > been heavily
Wyoming altered
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Conserve Remnant Native Grasslands




Conserve Remnant Native Grasslands
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Ecoregions
superimposed
over FWP map

of Wildlife
Management



Conserve Remnant Native Grasslands

~ li.'l ; "\ [he Ency
> ) OF EARTH

Ecoregions
superimposed
over FWP map

of Wildlife

Management
Areas

Ll ah o



Conserve Remnant Native Grasslands
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Obtain Info Online

You are here: fwp.mt.gov
Home »

Fish & Wildlife »

Wildlife Management Areas »
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http://fwp.mt.gov/
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/wma/

2 winter on WMASs

1oN

o
)
ad

N

10% of the elk

R, ! D .\ -

- o

e !uo

SN \
. s; ", A
b " -;ﬁ" 2. N

Spotted Dog WMA




10% of the elk in Region 2 winter on WMASs




7% of the herd home range Is winter range

Blackfoot Clearwater WMA winter range



7% of the herd home range Is winter range




7% of the herd home range Is winter range

~4,900 acres per WMA




7% of the herd home range Is winter range

Bear Creek WMA

The Sphinx behind

Therefore,
132,000
acres of
winter range
F gl o on WMAS

Ly ;‘;“ supports

* " migratory big

v an additional
4 1.7 million
W acres



Conserve Low Elevation Ponderosa Pine
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Conserve Low Elevation Ponderosa Pine
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Conserve Low Elevation Ponderosa Pine
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Possibly an outlier
fsreigel INn Montana, with
ecology similar to
the Eastern

Cascades forest
ecoregion.

: --M. Thompson
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Conserve Low Elevation Ponderosa Pine

' Unique wildlife and
difficult conservation
y challenges on the
margins

§/ Blackfoot Valley
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Conserve Low Elevation Ponderosa Pine

« Evolved with frequent, low intensity fires
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Conserve Low Elevation Ponderosa Pine

* Fire exclusion promotes stand replacement




Ponderosa Pine
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1940-1987. Many WMAs purchased with Federal Aid.
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Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act
1937

Franklin
Roosevelt

Key Pittman Absalom Willis Robertson
Nevada Virginia



Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act
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The Pittman—
Robertson
Act took over
a pre-existing
11% excise
tax on
flrearms and
ammunition.!


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittman%E2%80%93Robertson_Federal_Aid_in_Wildlife_Restoration_Act

Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act

Instead of

going Iinto the
U.S. Treasury
= as It had
done In the
past, the

money Is kept
separate and
LAY IS given to the
R L. , Secretary of
. T gl oo (AP e the Interior to

L e PR ol e distribute to
IR A PRI S S AL the States.
3 . 'M‘-J-o‘ . - '


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittman%E2%80%93Robertson_Federal_Aid_in_Wildlife_Restoration_Act

Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act

The Secretary

determines

how much to

give to each

state based on
e a formula that

B takes into

B | account both

= the area of the

-
Ay number of
licensed
hunters.




Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act

None of the
money from
their hunting
license sales
may be used

by anyone
other than the
State’s fish and

game
, M
| 5‘&3} 'S department.




Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act

\

14 Acceptable

5 options include
research,
surveys,
management
of wildlife

------

and/or habitat
and acquisition
or lease of
land, among
other things.



Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act

Once a plan
has been
approved,
the state
must pay
the full cost
and is later
reimbursed
for up to
75% of that
cost through
P—R funds




Federal Aid Project
funded by vour purchase of
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Federal Aid recently increased and used for WMASs
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Fish Creek WMA, purchased in 2010



Waterfow!l Production
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Waterfow!l Production
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Waterfow!l Production
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Waterfow!l Production




Waterfow!l Production
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Waterfow!l Production

Freezout Lake WMA



Waterfowl Production—Watchable Wildlife




Waterfowl Production—Watchable Wildlife
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Ninepipe WMA




Waterfowl Production—Watchable Wildlife
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Ninepipe WMA
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Waterfow!l Production

Ninepipe WMA: 1953




and upland birds

Waterfowl Production
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O WMASs are for Waterfowl Production

Canyon
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10 WMASs are for Waterfowl Production

CANYON FERRY DUST ABATEMENT
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10 WMASs are for Waterfowl Production




22 WMASs are for Riparian Wildlife




22 WMASs are for Riparian Wildlife




22 WMASs are for Riparian Wildlife
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22 WMASs are for Riparian Wildlife

To conserve and
enhance riparian
habitats and wildlife
populations along ¢
the Milk River and  ——e = :
provide recreational
opportunities for L
wildlife viewing and [

hunting of upland
game birds, mule
deer, white-tailed
deer, pronghorn
antelope, and elk. ;' -

' i

Milk River WMA: ¢



22 WMASs are for Riparian Wildlife
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Special Habitats in Special Places

on

Marshall
Creek
WMA




Special Habitats in Special Places

Canada | .y
lynx on AR A
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Special Habitats in Special Places
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Special Habitats in Special Places




Special Habitats in Special Places
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Habitat Montana Program

First acquisition of the Habitat Montana Program
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© Robb-Ledford WMA: 1988
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Habltat Montana Program

™
.
-

g HB 526 generates
ak about $2.8 million
i‘ﬁ: per year for
Eo N3 acqumng Interests
“'_ S in “important
-' habltat that is
i.f;j.x seriously
B0 S threatened”.
¢ %e Approximately
SN WA b N SO TS 0296 of revenue
34 & for this program
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{fiﬁ comes from

s nonresident
~ huntlng licenses.

Dreyer Ranch Addition to Blackfoot-Clearwater WMA: 1989



S R } A8 Habitat
RO TR * ¥ | Montana was
% originally
“Sa¥ established
#238 through
Y RNEER B B Sk legislation
Sy B passed by the
S W X S SR v. 1987 Montana
% & Legislature
W 2 N .; (87-1-241 et
; . - R seq. MCA).
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Dreyer Ranch Addition to Blackfoot-Clearwater WMA: 1989



Habitat Montana Program

R4 2013 and
»'A% December 31,

'3 2014, FWP secured
S ‘atotal of 20,141
<k ¥ acres through a
., {- combination of fee
% {‘ title acquisition and

-} conservation

w4 d easement. This

& - includes 8 fee title
& ' projects totaling

- 3,741 acres and 6
_ conservation
easement projects

totaling 16,400
- acres



Habitat Montana Program

These projects
were completed
using a variety of
funding sources
totaling
$11,077,750
Including
$2,740,000 of
HB526 (Habitat
Montana) funds




Habitat Montana Program

These projects
were completed
. using a variety of

% W funding sources

L _ totaling
$11,077,750
Including
$2,740,000 of
HB526 (Habitat
Montana) funds
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