CONDUCTED ELECTRICAL WEAPONS
11.0.0
PURPOSE

The purpose is to provide guidelines to officers in the proper deployment, care, and use of Electronic Control Devices, (ECD).

11.1.0
POLICY

Deployment of an Electronic Control Device constitutes an intermediate level of use of force, and officers should use the amount of force which is reasonable and necessary to make an arrest or gain control of a situation.  An Electronic Control Device is not a substitute for deadly force. 
11.2.0.
PROCEDURE

The following procedures provide guidance in the deployment and application
of an Electronic Control Device.

11.2.1
Training - Only officers who have successfully completed a recognized training course may carry and or use an Electronic Control Device. To continue to use and carry an Electronic Control Device, ongoing training and familiarization with the deployment and application of an Electronic Control Device is required of every officer. 

11.2.2
Issuance of an Electronic Control Device - Officers may only carry and use an agency authorized Electronic Control Device.

11.2.3
A record will be kept of all Electronic Control Devices, their serial numbers, and name of the officer authorized to carry the Electronic Control Device.

11.2.4
A record of all Electronic Control Device cartridge serial numbers will be maintained by the agency.
11.2.5
Alterations or Modifications - No changes, alterations, modifications or substitutions shall be made to the Electronic Control Device or the cartridges. All repairs to Electronic Control Devices or accessories shall be completed by an Agency authorized armorer or vendor. Electronic Control Device repairs shall be documented and the record shall be maintained by the Agency. Officers should evaluate the ability of the subject to comply and need for continued force
11.3.0
USE HISTORY

11.3.1
A use history of any Electronic Control Device will be downloaded using the data port access and appropriate software. A use history report will be maintained by the agency in accordance with record retention policies. Use history reports will be generated upon the occurrence of the following:


a.
the use of any Electronic Control Device;

b.
claims of excessive force by Electronic Control Device application;

c.
hospitalization of the suspect following an Electronic Control Device application;

d.
a death of a suspect following an Electronic Control Device application;

e.
in the event the Electronic Control Device is repaired or is no longer utilized; or

f.
semi-annually.

11.4.0
DAMAGED ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICE OR CARTRIDGE

11.4.1
Officers are responsible for reporting promptly upon learning that the Electronic Control Device and or cartridge are damaged or malfunction.

11.4.2
The Electronic Control Device or cartridge should immediately be taken out of service.

11.4.3
If available, another cartridge and or Electronic Control Device shall be issued to the officer

11.5.0
INSPECTION AND TESTING PRIOR TO SHIFT

11.5.1
Officers carrying an Electronic Control Device shall inspect and test all devices and cartridges pursuant to manufacturers’ recommendations. 

11.6.0
ELEVATED RISK FACTORS

11.6.1
Officers should be cognizant of the incapacitating effects of an Electronic Control Device and as such the inherent elevation of certain risk factors which may include the following:


a.
Presence of flammable liquids/fumes or explosive environments;

b.
Elevated positions;
c.
Person operating moving vehicle or machinery;
d.
Person running (fleeing);
e.
Pregnancy concerns regarding falls;
f.
Swimming pool or body of water;
g.
Application to sensitive areas;
h.
Repeated applications;
i.
Children and Senior Citizens

11.7.0
USE ON PERSONS IN RESTRAINTS OR IN CUSTODY
11.7.1
In instances where restraint devices deployed upon persons under arrest fail to adequately gain control of the person an Electronic Control Device may be used when justified in accordance with the use of force policy. 

11.7.2
An Electronic Control Device may be used against combative, assaultive, and foreseeably violent persons in custody when justified in accordance with the use of force policy.

11.8.0
CARRYING AN ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICE
11.8.1
The Electronic Control Device holster will be worn opposite of the firearm in a cross-draw position. Prior to the deployment of an Electronic Control Device the officers have the responsibility to reasonably visually and physically confirm that the tool selected is in fact an Electronic Control Device and not a firearm.

11.9.0
MEDICAL ATTENTION AFTER AN ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICE APPLICATION
11.9.1
If upon an application of an Electronic Control Device, the suspect exhibits any sign of medical distress, the officers shall render aid and summon emergency medical care.

11.9.2
If needed, reasonable and appropriate, medical personnel shall be     summoned to the scene to assess the suspect.  If the assessment or other circumstances dictate the suspect needs further medical treatment, the suspect shall be transported by reasonable means to a suitable    medical facility.

11.9.3
Medical treatment will not be refused for anyone who requests it.

11.9.4
If safety circumstances reasonably dictate moving the suspect to another
    location, officers may arrange to have emergency medical personnel    meet the officers and the suspect at another location to assess the 
    suspect and render care.

11.10.0 PROBE REMOVAL

11.10.1If a subject who has a probe embedded in their body, requests that the probe be removed by medical personnel, then the officers shall arrange
    for medical personnel to remove the probes.

11.10.2 Medical personnel shall remove probes located in sensitive areas such    as the face, neck, groin, or female’s breasts.


11.10.3 Removal of probes in non-sensitive area may be done by officers.

Officers, or other trained personnel will provide first-aid following
    removal of the probes. 

11.10.4 Officers should inspect the probes after removal to see that the entire probe and probe barb has been removed. In the event that a probe barb has broken off and is still embedded in a subject’s skin, the subject shall be provided appropriate medical attention to facilitate the removal of the object.

11.11.0 PHOTOGRAPHS

11.11.1 When permitted to do so by the subject, photographs should be taken of probe impact sites and any other related injuries as soon as reasonable to do so.

11.12.0 HANDLING OF PROBES AND EXPENDED CARTRIDGES

11.12.1 Probes that have been deployed and strike the subject will be treated as biohazard sharps. They may be placed point down into the expended cartridge bores and secured.

11.12.2 When the circumstances require, the yellow, pink, and clear microdots, known as “Afids” will be collected and with the probes and expended cartridge shall be maintained as evidence appropriately secured and marked as biohazard.

11.13.0 DETENTION NOTIFICATION OF APPLICATION

11.13.1 Detention personnel shall be informed by the transport officer that the subject was controlled by the use of an Electronic Control Device.
11.14.0 USE OF AN ELECTRONIC CONTROL DEVICE ON ANIMALS

11.14.1 An Electronic Control Device may be deployed on an animal when the animal is: 

a.
threatening or is attacking a person, including officers, or another animal;

b.
if the animal needs to be controlled for the reason of public peace and safety, preservation of property, or other legitimate purpose; or

c.
the animal poses an active threat to officers in their efforts to perform their duty.

11.15.0 ACCIDENTAL CARTRIDGE DISCHARGE

11.15.1 In the event of an accidental Electronic Control Device cartridge discharge, the officers shall promptly notify their immediate supervisor. 

11.16.0 PROHIBITED USES

11.16.1 An Electronic Control Device shall not be used:


a.
Punitively;

b.
In touch-stun mode as a prod or escort device;

c.
To rouse unconscious, impaired, or intoxicated individuals;

d.
For horseplay or clowning around or in an unprofessional manner;
e.
To experiment on a person or allow a person to experience the effects unless authorized by the agency through training or demonstrations. 
PAGE  
1
Electronic Control Devices
Revision:  09-2015
Release Date:  October 2015

