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submission of convicted offender buccal samples for 

the Montana DNA database program  



A Brief History (slide 1 of 3) 
• MCA 44-6-1, enacted in 1995, authorizes the 

establishment and maintenance of a DNA database for 
Montana. 

• The MT database is a member of the Combined DNA 
Index System (CODIS), which links state and national 
DNA databases for searching. 

• As of April 7, 2005, anyone convicted of a felony in MT is 
required to submit a DNA sample for the MT DNA 
database. 

• As of Oct. 1, 2011, Interstate Compact Offenders 
transferred to MT that were convicted of an offense 
equivalent to a MT felony are required to submit a DNA 
sample for the MT DNA database. 

 



A Brief History (slide 2 of 3) 

• Samples are taken of buccal (pron. 
“buckle”) cells by swabbing the inside of 
the cheek with a cotton swab. 

• A DNA profile is developed from these 
cells and entered into the DNA database 
for the purpose of identifying perpetrators 
of unsolved crimes. 
 

 
 



A Brief History (slide 3 of 3) 

• The original MT DNA statute only included 
Sexual and Violent offenders.  

• Amendments in 2001 and 2005 changed 
which offenders qualify for DNA collection. 

• This presentation was developed by the 
MT Forensic Science Division to assist 
you with determination of who qualifies for 
DNA collection in Montana. 



In this presentation you will be 
introduced to: 

• How to determine if the offender was convicted 
of a qualifying offense 

• The MT Buccal Swab Collection Kit 
– How to collect the sample 
– How to fill out the information card correctly 
– How to package the sample 
– How to submit the sample to the lab 



How to determine whether the 
offender was convicted of a qualifying 

offense 
 

• The following slide is a decision flow chart to assist with 
this determination. 

 

• Within the flow chart are links to the appropriate MT 
Codes Annotated (MCAs) to assist with this 
determination.  

 

• The offense and the date of sentencing must be known 
to effectively use the chart. 
 

• If the individual was convicted of a non-qualifying 
offense, but was court ordered to provide a sample, 
please include a copy of the court order. 
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offense under MCA 
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**In addition to the offenses listed on 
this chart, an offender ordered under 

46-18-202  to provide a biological 
sample must submit DNA.** 
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http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2001/mca_toc/45_5.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2001/mca_toc/45_9_1.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2001/mca_toc/45_9_1.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2001/mca/45/6/45-6-204.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2001/mca/45/6/45-6-204.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2001/mca/45/6/45-6-204.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2001/mca/45/6/45-6-204.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/45/2/45-2-101.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/41/5/41-5-1502.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/41/5/41-5-1502.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/41/5/41-5-1502.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/41/5/41-5-1502.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/41/5/41-5-1502.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/46/23/46-23-502.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/46/23/46-23-502.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/1995/mca/44/6/44-6-101.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/1997/mca/44/6/44-6-101.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/1999/mca/44/6/44-6-101.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/44/6/44-6-103.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/44/6/44-6-103.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/46/18/46-18-202.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/46/18/46-18-202.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/46/18/46-18-202.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/46/18/46-18-202.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/46/18/46-18-202.htm


The MT Buccal Swab Collection 
Kit 

• To obtain Buccal Swab Collection Kits please contact 
the MT FSD Laboratory Serology/DNA Section at 
728-4970. 
 

• These are free of charge to you but paid for by the 
MT FSD Laboratory so please use these ONLY for 
convicted offender sample submission.  



The Buccal Swab Collection Kit 

The kit consists of 
a manila “return“ 
envelope with: 
 
1) a short reminder 

note and  
2) a white envelope 

of sample 
collection items 



The Buccal Swab Collection Kit 
Inside the white envelope is: 
1) A pair of nitrile gloves 
2) A sealed envelope 

containing two sterile cotton 
swabs 

3) A folded buccal swab 
collection kit card with an 
attached envelope on the 
inside 

4) Tamper-evidence sealing 
tape 

5) A zip-top plastic bag with a 
pouch of dessicant 

6) An instruction sheet 
7) Kit shipping seals 



What you need to provide 

• Fingerprint ink 
• Witness to verify the offender’s identity 

and the collection (not the offender) 



How to collect the sample 

• Put on the gloves 
• Remove the swabs from the package (the 

only surface the swab material should 
come in contact with is the inside of the 
offender’s cheek) 



How to collect the sample 

• Using the swabs, 
together or one at a 
time, rub the inside of 
the cheek for 10 
seconds to coat the 
cotton material.  

 
• Use about the same 

pressure used for 
brushing teeth. 



How to collect the sample 
• Allow swabs to dry for 5-

10 minutes 
 

• To avoid contamination of 
the swabs, please do not 
talk near the drying swabs 
or allow the swab material 
to come into contact with 
anything 



Fill out the information card (front) 
• Please fill out all the 

requested information (do 
not have the offender do 
this) 
 

• Please write legibly 
 

• PLEASE include the 
sentence date with the 
offense 
 

• It may be helpful to 
generate a sticker with all or 
some of the submitting 
agency information 



Fill out the information card (back) 

• Please fill out all the 
requested information 

• Have witness sign and date 
back of card 

• Place the offender’s thumb 
prints on the back of the 
card 

• Please make sure the 
prints are of good quality 
as they are used to confirm 
the offender’s identity 



How to package the sample 

Place both swabs in the envelope inside the information 
card, seal with the red tamper-evident sealing tape and 
initial the tape seal. 



How to package the sample 

• Gloves can now be 
discarded 
 

• Put the collection card 
with swabs in the zip 
top bag with desiccant 
pouch 
 

• Close the bag 



How to package the sample 
• Place the plastic 

bag containing the 
collection card and 
swabs into the white 
envelope. 
 

• Seal with the red 
tamper-evident 
sealing tape and 
initial the seal 
 

• There is no need to 
add any information 
to the white 
envelope (we 
discard this 
envelope) 



How to package the sample 
• Put the sealed white 

envelope into the 
manila “return” 
envelope and seal 
with the kit shipping 
seal 

 



How to submit the sample 
• Complete the return 

address information 
 

• Put in the mail 
 

• You can send by 
Certified Mail if you 
choose 
 

• A lab evidence 
submission form is 
NOT required for 
these samples 



Miscellaneous 

• The Documentation of DNA Test 
Collection form is to be returned to 
Probation and Parole.   

• We don’t need this information. 
 

• Thank you for your time and commitment 
to this critical part of Montana’s criminal 
justice system. 
 
 


